
Timeline of approval process of the Wandoan Coal Mine 2007-2014 (remains unresolved as at 5 April 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 2007          2008        2009                    2010                   2011           2012                               2013                   

 

 

 

 

 

27 May 2007: 

Application for  

mining lease and 

environmental 

authority under  

MRA & EPA 

21 December 2007: 

Mine declared 

significant project 

under SDPWOA 

December 2007: 

Initial advice 

statement lodged 

16 August 2008: 

Draft ToR 

published 

15 Sept 2008: 

Final day for 

submissions  

(27 received) 

Nov 2008: 

Final ToR 

published 

23 June 2008: 

EPBC Act 

referral 

21 July 2008: 

Declared 

EPBC Act 

controlled 

action 

14 March 2011: 

EPBC Act 

approval 

December 2008: 

EIS released for 

public comment 

(28 Ch, Vol 1 of 4)  

January 2009: 

Public comment 

period for EIS ends 

(62 submissions) 

November 2009: 

Supplementary 

EIS released for 

public comment 

3 June 2010: 

Xstrata suspends 

project during 

mining tax debate  

December 2009: 

Public comment 

period for SEIS ends 

(34 submissions) 

November 2010: 

Coordinator-

General’s report 

published 

18 January 2011: 

Objection period 

under MRA & EPA 

commences 

25 February 2011: 

Objection period under 

MRA & EPA ends 

(9 main objections) 

22 Aug – 1 Sep 2011: 

Objections hearing in 

Land Court under 

MRA & EPA 

27 March 2012: 

Land Court decision 

recommending  

approval 

As at 5 April 2017: 

Decision on approval  

of mining lease  

under MRA remains pending. 

The Coordinator-General has 

extended the currency period for 

the EIS three times. EIS current 

until 2017 at this stage. Acronyms:  

EA: environmental authority 

EIS: environmental impact statement 

EPA: Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld) 

EPBC Act: Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 

MRA: Mineral Resources Act 1989 (Qld) 

SDPWOA: State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971 (Qld) 

ToR: Terms of reference 

  

Step in Commonwealth approval process (all boxes above timeline) 

 

Step in Queensland Government approval processes (all boxes below timeline) 

 

 

2014 

August 

2012: EA 

under EPA 

granted 

11 September 2013: 

Glencore Xstrata 

announces Wandoan 

project on hold due to 

low coal price. 


