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1 Prepared for a course delivered for the Australia Awards in PNG in June 2019, based on the structural hierarchy or “jigsaw” method 
for describing environmental legal systems explained in Chris McGrath, Does Environmental Law Work? (Lambert Academic 
Publishing, Saarbrücken, 2010), Ch 3, pp 68-69, http://www.envlaw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/delw.pdf. Note the Conservation 
Areas Act 1978 is proposed to be replaced by the Protected Areas Bill 2018, but the Bill had not passed at the time of writing.   

International Law 

PNG (National) Law 

Provincial Government Law 

The Underlying Law (including Customary Law and the Common Law) 

Local Level Government Law 

District Development Authority plans 
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