
Timeline of approval process for the Alpha Coal Mine (remains unresolved as at 26 March 2016) 
 

 

 

 

 

 2008                2009       2010                         2011                   2012                2013           2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 December 2009 
Application for mining 

lease under s 245 MRA & 
environmental authority 

under s 154 EPA 

24 October 2008: 
Mine declared 

significant project 
(s 26 SDPWOA) 

18 September 2008: 
Initial advice 

statement lodged 
(s 27AA SDPWOA) 

7 February – 9 March 2009: 
Public consultation on draft 

ToR (s 29 SDPWOA) 

1 June 2009: 
Final ToR 
published 

(s 30 SDPWOA) 

11 December 2008: 
EPBC Act referral 
(s 68 EPBC Act) 

13 January 2009:  
Mine declared a controlled 

action & assessed under 
bilateral agreement 

(ss 75 & 87 EPBC Act) 

23 August 2012: 
EPBC Act approval 

granted  
(s 133 EPBC Act) 

5 November – 20 
December 2010: Public 

consultation on EIS 
(s 33 SDPWOA) 

21 November – 
19 December 2011: 
Submitter & agency 

consultation on 
addendum to SEIS 

29 May 2012: 
Coordinator-General’s 

report published 
(s 35 SDPWOA) 

20 February 2013:  
Last objection day  

(s260 MRA; s212 EPA)  

16 – 28 September 2013: 
Objections hearing in 

Land Court 
(s 268 MRA; s 220 EPA) 

8 April 2014: 
Land Court recom-
mended approval  

Acronyms:  
EIS: environmental impact statement 
EPA: Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld) 
EPBC Act: Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 
MRA: Mineral Resources Act 1989 (Qld) 
SDPWOA: State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971 (Qld) 
SEIS: supplementary environmental impact statement 
ToR: Terms of reference 
  

Step in Commonwealth approval process (all boxes above timeline) 
 
Step in Queensland Government approval processes (all boxes below timeline) 

 

 

5 September – 
3 October 2011: 

Submitter & agency 
consultation on SEIS 

29 August 2014: 
Environmental authority 

granted under EPA 

17 December 2012: 
Draft environmental 

authority issued 

19 December 2012: 
Certificate of public 

notice issued 
(s 252A MRA)  

21 December 2011: 
Certificate of application 

issued (s 252 MRA) 

March 2016: 
Mining lease not 

yet granted 


